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FURTHER REMARKS 

The drawings objection set forth in the outstanding action is 
respectfully traversed. FIG. 1 sets forth from the original 
filing at least two rails 100, a first on a side wall 7 and a 
second on a front wall 8 of the cargo area 6 of the pickup truck 
5 that is depicted. However, FIG. 6 sets forth a rear view that 
shows these two rails in the cargo area plus another rail 100 on 
a second wall 7 opposite to the first wall 7 noted above. This 
is supported by the original specification, for example, the 
first full paragraph on page 4 and FIG. 1 as filed. Please, 
therefore, withdraw this objection. 

The written portion of the specification is amended to comply 
with the requirements kindly set forth by the Examiner in the 
outstanding action, as well as insert matter pertinent to the 
addition of FIG. 6. Please, therefore, withdraw this objection. 

Claims 19 and 20 are amended to refer to claims 15 and 16, 
respectively, to comply with the requirement kindly set forth by 
the Examiner. Please, therefore, withdraw this objection. 

With respect to the rejections set forth in the action under 
35 USC 102(e) and (b) , claims 1 and 13 now require, among other 
things, the limitations of former claims 2 or 14, respectively, 
and 5 and 6, plus the limitations that the inside and outside 
walls of the upwardly facing channel are of substantially the 
same height such that the upwardly facing channel has a U-shape, 
which is not found in the patents to Darbishire, US D556181 and 
US 6328364, and a vertical member embraces the outside walls of 
both the upwardly facing channel and the sidewardly facing 
channel, and the upwardly and upwardly facing channels are on the 
same side of the vertical member, which is not found in Karrer, 
US 6152513. By virtue of their dependence on these claims, 
present claims 3, 4 and 8-12, and claims 14-20 and 21 distinguish 
over these patents, and additional limitations in the dependent 
claims further distinguish over the art. For example, Karrer 
does not describe an upwardly facing channel directly above a 
sidewardly facing channel as required in present claims 3 and 15; 
neither Darbishire patent describes such a rail in which the 
sidewardly facing channel also has a downwardly projecting tab as 
required in present claims 4 and 16; and none of these three 
patents describe mounting on a wall or walls of a vehicle cargo 
bed area as required in present claims 9-12 and 17-20. Please, 
therefore, withdraw these rejections. 

New claim 21 requires that two of the at least two mounted 
rails of claim 18 are connected in a substantially orthogonal 
relationship by a corner connector having male members about 
which parts of the sidewardly facing channel are slid. New claim 
22 requires a rail as of claim 1 having at least one of a water 
guidance subsystem; and a water exit subsystem; new claim 23 
requires that the water guidance subsystem include a connector 
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insert that can connect the upwardly facing channel of the rail 
with another upwardly facing channel of a second rail, and the 
water exit subsystem includes tubing that can be employed to 
direct water outside a vehicle cargo bed area on a wall of which 
the rail can be mounted. New claim 24 requires, in combination, 
the rail and second rail of claim 23, which are mounted to walls 
of the vehicle cargo bed area. None of these limitations is 
found in any of the applied patents or other art of record. 

The Examiner is correct to have not made a rejection 
employing the other art of record, Parri, US 5988722. 

Thus, the application is in condition for allowance. Yet, 
the Examiner is invited to call the undersigned to discuss the 
case or to seek authorization for an Examiner's amendment. 

A Notice of Allowance is solicited. 



Respectfully, 



DONALD J. LaBELLE ET AL. 



Dated: June 2. 2005 A.D. 
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